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Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EqHRIA)
Summary of Results
	Policy / Practice
	Looked After And Accommodated Children Who Go Missing From Residential & Foster Care in Scotland National Guidance

	Owning Department
	Partnerships and Prevention and Community Wellbeing, National Missing Persons Unit

	Date EqHRIA Completed
	26/01/21

	Purpose of Policy / Practice
	This guidance aims to provide a consistent response across the country using the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child. It builds on existing best practice, the findings and recommendations for the three local authority pilot and aims to provide a common language for partners and improve information sharing between them.


	A. Summary of Analysis / Decisions - What the assessment found and actions already taken.

	The assessment found there were no direct implications to disadvantage the protected 

characteristic groups. The Guidance is designed to ensure that vulnerable children receive the support they need and reduce the potential to become a victim (or a further victim) of crime and to reduce further missing episodes. It was assessed that the Guidance had potential to impact on most of the protected characteristics especially as most individuals share more than one protected characteristic.  Risk Assessments are carried out jointly with partners to determine and assess risks for the individual based on their circumstances.  An Aide Memoire has been issued to all officers to assist with this assessment.  Return Interviews also form part of this guidance to mitigate potential for infringement.
The assessment of the Guidance also provided that such childrens human rights may be protected or infringed however working practices would be in keeping with the Human Rights Act.  Articles 2, 3, 7 and 1 were found to be protected.  There was potential for article 5 to be infringed in respect to being returned to a residential unit however this is as per legislation of the Childrens Act 1995 and the Childrens Hearing Act 2011.  Infringement was also identified for Article 8 with a potential intrusion into family and personal life in order to obtain details to advance the investigation and ultimately trace the individual safe and well.
Following consultation, all feedback returned was considered and evaluated taking cognisance where pertinent the opinions expressed and thus giving due regard to the elements of the equality and human rights duties.





	B. Summary of Mitigation Actions - What else we plan to do and how we are going to check that it has been done.

	Police Scotland National Missing Person Unit will maintain an oversight of the operation of this National Guidance and will hold responsibility for its ongoing review. The National Missing Person Unit will have ownership and seek feedback from key stakeholders as part of a continual review.
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