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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3355
Responded to:  04 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. How many fixed speed cameras are currently working in Scotland per the three areas.
2. How many fixed speed cameras are still in place but are not being used again per the three areas.
Figures are provided in the table below.
	Area
	Enforced
	Dormant

	East
	15
	55

	North
	13
	5

	West
	43
	37


Figures include both fixed speed and dual cameras.

3. What is the reason why so many fixed speed cameras are currently out of use?
Safety Cameras Scotland aims to reduce the number of casualties on Scotland's roads through targeted camera enforcement and improving driver behaviour. This means our cameras are sited in the areas most in need in terms of road casualty reduction and deployed primarily where they will have the greatest casualty and collision reduction potential. When selecting sites to enforce, we follow a site selection where strict criteria are applied.
On an annual basis, Area Safety Camera Managers, in conjunction with the Roads Authorities, also monitor performance at all current camera sites as part of the site selection process. Based on the last three years performance, if a site is no longer assessed as a priority for enforcement on the short-list of sites, it must be made dormant (i.e. camera housing and signage remains in-situ but without enforcement activity taking place). A site may remain dormant for a period of three years, after which a decision must be taken on whether it will be abandoned or re-activated. A final decision will be made regarding dormancy of the site by Scottish Safety Camera Programme once the relevant speed data has been collated. 
There are a number of reasons as to why a site may be placed into dormancy:
· the speeding/collision problem has not been significant for an extended period and the site may no longer be required
· there has been a material change to the site meaning the site is no longer required
· the site was not effective at reducing speed/collisions
· there is a lack of baseline data to support evidence the site’s effectiveness
A material change in the road can include any engineering changes which the local authority has introduced. Additionally, this incorporates any changes to speed limits at the enforcement sites. The rise in 20mph zones across Scotland has resulted in the dormancy of many of these sites.
It is worth noting that a significant proportion of the fixed cameras within the programme have been in the ground for up to 20 years, and only in recent years has the programme been comfortable enough to potentially step away from some of these legacy sites where the data supports dormancy. 
We are conscious that this process can cause concern within the wider community, however we can assure you that we have followed strict internal guidelines in coming to these decisions. Police Scotland Safety Cameras are duty bound to cease enforcement where the casualty data no longer supports our presence. Where sites are going into/or currently in dormancy, we will continue to monitor speeds and crash statistics and if there is an unexpected upturn enforcement will recommence.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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