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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1367
Responded to:  08 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
How many children and young people have been reported as running away from home in each local authority area in each year since 1999 (or since records began)
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
To explain, we are unable to collect data for young people who have been reported as “running away” as we do not use that terminology to search.  
How many children and young people have been reported missing in each local authority area in each year since 1999 (or since records began)
With regards to providing information prior to 2019 I can advise this information is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
To explain, the data prior to this has been deleted in line with our record retention period. However, I have provided a table at the end of this letter which provides data from 2019 onwards. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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Missing Persons (Under 18’s)
April 2019 – July 2025 
	Local Authority
	2019
	2020
	2021 
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Aberdeen City Council
	151
	157
	147
	189
	176
	220
	108

	Aberdeenshire Council
	96
	90
	81
	201
	170
	155
	64

	Angus Council
	64
	117
	129
	165
	151
	119
	60

	Argyll and Bute Council
	95
	40
	58
	99
	50
	55
	39

	Clackmannanshire Council
	58
	154
	124
	92
	81
	66
	15

	Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council)
	5
	3
	4
	6
	11
	6
	3

	Dumfries and Galloway Council
	92
	123
	236
	298
	166
	176
	98

	Dundee City Council
	117
	458
	416
	360
	369
	311
	94

	East Ayrshire Council
	233
	327
	180
	198
	386
	338
	110

	East Dunbartonshire Council
	87
	170
	84
	68
	59
	45
	20

	East Lothian Council
	239
	196
	197
	220
	240
	153
	84

	East Renfrewshire Council
	25
	26
	64
	60
	35
	37
	23

	Edinburgh City Council
	590
	900
	972
	955
	1385
	942
	608

	Falkirk Council
	198
	371
	257
	364
	255
	207
	119

	Fife Council
	592
	583
	1161
	1337
	1492
	988
	697

	Glasgow City Council
	801
	824
	805
	727
	972
	979
	424

	Highland Council
	432
	280
	412
	510
	614
	470
	159

	Inverclyde Council
	66
	27
	23
	119
	141
	164
	69

	Midlothian Council
	181
	142
	157
	155
	140
	132
	70

	Moray Council
	65
	34
	44
	81
	71
	33
	40

	North Ayrshire Council
	207
	394
	329
	338
	231
	225
	136

	North Lanarkshire Council
	1055
	969
	781
	708
	947
	877
	238

	Orkney Islands Council
	45
	20
	6
	14
	24
	16
	7

	Perth and Kinross Council
	39
	105
	183
	164
	141
	129
	70

	Renfrewshire Council
	213
	305
	363
	546
	460
	715
	381

	Scottish Borders Council
	101
	65
	85
	114
	128
	80
	70

	Shetland Islands Council
	16
	23
	0
	5
	8
	11
	1

	South Ayrshire Council
	183
	267
	189
	100
	107
	101
	53

	South Lanarkshire Council
	310
	441
	559
	644
	479
	617
	312

	Stirling Council
	142
	225
	202
	256
	267
	125
	85

	West Dunbartonshire Council
	119
	111
	98
	185
	169
	194
	110

	West Lothian Council
	355
	442
	466
	480
	453
	459
	159
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