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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2574
Responded to:  24th September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
The Edinburgh Council website says: "Graffiti can be treated as the common law crime of malicious mischief or the statutory offence of vandalism and if prosecuted the offender could face a fine or even imprisonment. The police can also issue fixed penalty fines for these offences."
I am interested in the following information:
1. How many fines have you issued for graffiti every year since 2018 until the present day
3.  The locations where these fines were issued since 2018 until the present day
The table below details Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) issued for graffiti/ defacing of property broken down by year since 2022* to date, inclusive. 
*Unfortunately, for the number of FPNs issued prior to 2022, the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
By way of explanation, our retention policy for Fixed Penalties is three years plus current, therefore we are unable to provide data between 2018 to 2021 as per your request.
Additionally, it is important to note that Vandalism offences in which the details could not be clarified (i.e. not explicitly linked to graffiti) were not included in the count. The only way to establish the full details and ascertain whether the offence related to graffiti specifically would rely on obtaining and reviewing all relevant officer notebooks from 2022 onwards.
Given the volume of material to be collated and read through, this exercise would far exceed the cost limit set out in the Fees Regulations and I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance. 

2. The value of fines issued since 2018 until the present day
As explained above, our retention policy for Fixed Penalties is three years plus current, therefore we are unable to provide data between 2018 to 2021 as per your request.
As the standard cost for an ASB FPN is £40, the value of the 43 fines issued from the data provided would be £1,720. 

4. The number of people imprisoned for graffiti since 2018 until the present day
5. The location of people imprisoned for graffiti since 2018 until the present day
Police Scotland does not hold criminal conviction/ prosecution data and section 17 of the Act therefore applies – you may wish to contact the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and/ or the Scottish Courts Service for this. 

6. Any other pertinent information
As you may be aware, the Act provides a right of access to recorded information only.  
Section 8(1)(c) requires the information requested to be described - as such, a request for "any other pertinent information" is subjective and therefore does meet the criteria noted with the section rendering your request invalid. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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	Police Scotland Division
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	A – Aberdeenshire & Moray
	0
	0
	0
	0

	C – Forth Valley
	0
	0
	1
	0

	D – Tayside
	0
	0
	0
	3

	E - Edinburgh
	1
	2
	3
	4

	G – Greater Glasgow
	4
	3
	2
	6

	J – The Lothians & Scottish Borders
	0
	4
	0
	0

	K - Renfrewshire & Inverclyde
	0
	0
	0
	0

	L – Argyll & West Dunbartonshire
	0
	0
	0
	0

	N – Highland & Islands
	0
	1
	0
	1

	P – Fife
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Q – Lanarkshire
	1
	0
	3
	0

	U – Ayrshire
	0
	2
	0
	0

	V – Dumfries & Galloway
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total (Per Year)
	6
	14
	9
	14
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