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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2137
Responded to:  20 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Tackling domestic abuse is a priority for Police Scotland and we are committed to working with our partners to reduce the harm it causes and ultimately eradicate it. 
Domestic abuse is a despicable and debilitating crime which affects all of our communities and has no respect for ability, age, ethnicity, gender, race, religion or sexual orientation. 
Police Scotland will not tolerate it. 
Police Scotland will proactively target perpetrators and support victims to prevent domestic abuse from damaging the lives of victims and their families. 
Police Scotland defines domestic abuse as: 
“Any form of physical, verbal, sexual, psychological or financial abuse which might amount to criminal conduct and which takes place within the context of a relationship. The relationship will be between partners (married, cohabiting, civil partnership or otherwise) or ex-partners. The abuse may be committed in the home or elsewhere including online” 
Please note that the definition of Domestic abuse in Scotland differs from the definition of Domestic Violence in England and Wales which includes wider familial abuse e.g. from parents or children etc.
I would like to request information about domestic abuse in Shetland.
For each of the past five years, please send me:
The number of charges in Shetland that were brought in which the offence was said to have been aggravated by involving abuse of the partner or ex-partner.

Number of Domestic Incidents Shetland Islands
January 2021 to July 2025


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Incident Category
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	No Crime Occurred
	65
	83
	72
	75
	44

	Crime Occurred
	43
	47
	42
	37
	26

	Domestic Total
	108
	130
	114
	112
	70



For each of these, please provide a breakdown of all of those charges to which that aggravating factor was included.

Period: January 2021 to March 2024.

Number of Domestic Crimes iVPD: Shetland Islands
	Crime Category
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Murder (excluding culpable homicide at common law)
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Serious Assault (incl. FGM, culpable & reckless conduct - causing injury)
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Common Assault
	34
	14
	17
	6

	Domestic Abuse (of male)
	2
	2
	0
	0

	Domestic Abuse (of female)
	5
	3
	3
	1

	Stalking
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Other group 1 crimes
	0
	0
	1
	0

	
	5
	5
	8
	3

	Common theft
	2
	1
	0
	0

	Fraud
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Vandalism (incl. reckless damage, etc.)
	1
	6
	3
	0

	Bail offences (other than absconding)
	5
	4
	7
	2

	Other crimes against public justice
	5
	2
	3
	0

	Threatening or abusive behaviour
	8
	11
	8
	3

	Community and public order offences
	5
	2
	1
	1

	Total Crimes
	73
	53
	52
	17

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	

	








Period: April 2024 to July 2025.

	Crime Category
	2024
	2025

	 
	 
	 

	Common Assault
	23
	13

	Domestic Abuse (of male)
	0
	2

	Domestic Abuse (of female)
	2
	5

	Stalking
	0
	1

	Other group 1 crimes
	1
	0

	Group 2 offences
	12
	1

	Common theft
	0
	1

	Fraud
	0
	1

	Vandalism (incl. reckless damage, etc.)
	0
	1

	Bail offences (other than absconding)
	0
	2

	Other crimes against public justice
	2
	0

	Threatening or abusive behaviour
	7
	10

	Community and public order offences
	1
	1

	Total
	48
	38

	 
	 
	 



1.- As of April 2024 there was a change in the recording of Domestic crimes as previously they were taken from the iVPD. Since April 2024 the data has been taken from the national Unifi crime system. Data from this point cannot be compared to previous data from iVPD.

For each of these, please also provide a breakdown of the number of alleged victims that sustained an injury.
Period: January 2021 to July 2025.

	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	35
	14
	17
	29
	13



All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. All data have been extracted from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as at 01/09/2025.

Domestic Incident Nominal Victims were selected. Please note, incident nominals recorded as 'Victim', 'Subject of concern' or 'Non-Vulnerable Victim' are classed as victims.

Police Scotland does not retain any information for statistical purposes once a record has been weeded from iVPD. When a record is weeded, it is removed from the system, and there is no retention of data outside the weeding and retention policy. Please note, the weeding and retention policy states that if a person is recorded as 'no concern / not applicable' then this will only be retained for 6 months

Please note that these data are collated from the Police Scotland iVPD system, which has an automated weeding and retention policy built on to it. A copy of the retention policy is available on the Police Scotland internet site.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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