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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1695
Responded to:  3rd December 2025


Please, first of all, accept my sincere apologies for the delay in providing a response to your request.
Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
We write to request:
- the number of racist hate crimes and/or hate incidents reported
- by month and year
- where the victim(s) comprise of the Relevant Groups (see list below), broken down by each group where possible.
And would like data for the following years, broken down by each month:
-  2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 (for this year, up until the FOI response date or whatever are the most recent statistics).
FORMAT: Please provide the data in an Excel spreadsheet, summarised with the following column headings:
- Month
- Year
- Number of hate crimes
- Number of hate incidents
- Ethnicity/ethnic appearance

THE RELEVANT GROUPS: We are interested in the following ‘relevant’ ESEA groups. If, like last year, you could provide us with all your hate crime data for all ethnic groups, however, please do- it set the gold standard as to how to compare trends. Similarly, we'd like to call and discuss why your data collection methods seem so much more organised than other constabularies around the country- technical systems, metadata management systems, reporting processes.
THE RELEVANT GROUPS:
- Chinese
- East Asian
- Southeast Asian
- "Oriental"
- Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Japan, Mongolia, North Korea, and South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Laos, Indonesia, Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia and Timor-Leste
- Or any that had such appearance (set out above)
- Asian (less useful as we need the granularity)
I must first of all advise you that the data which was disclosed within the FOI response 23-3298 was extracted from the interim Vulnerable Persons Database (iVPD). 
The Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland Act 2021) came into force on 1 April 2024 and as such, hate crime reports, from April 2024 onwards, are now recorded on the National Crime Unifi Database.
Due to the change in systems used to record hate crimes, data input issues at source and the different search functions between the two systems, we are unable to process your request as I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to do so.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
If it is of interest, recorded and detected hate crime statistics, by aggravator, are publicly available on the Police Scotland website: How we are performing - Police Scotland

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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