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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2774
Responded to:  7th October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. Across the last 10 years how many Police Scotland officers have retired from the force (please can you break that down by year)? 
(3) Across the last 10 years how many Police Scotland staff have retired (please can you break that down by year)? 
The table below details the number of Police Scotland officers and staff that have retired broken down on a year-by-year basis across the last 10 years, inclusive:
	
	Retired

	Year
	Police Officers
	Police Staff

	2015/16
	609
	67

	2016/17
	522
	98

	2017/18
	561
	105

	2018/19
	599
	55

	2019/20
	291
	128

	2020/21
	463
	122

	2021/22
	732
	176

	2022/23
	1,078
	189

	2023/24
	557
	141

	2024/25
	522
	175

	2025 – August 2025
	126
	50


The data includes officers and staffs who retired for the following reasons: Retired – Medical, Retired on Pension, and Retrial 25-30 years. 
(2) Across the last 10 years how many new officers have been recruited (please can you break that down by year)? 
(4) Across the last 10 years how many new Police Scotland staff have been recruited (please can you break that down by year)? 
The table below details the number of Police Scotland officers and staff that have been recruited broken down on a year-by-year basis across the last 10 years, inclusive:
	
	Recruited

	Year
	Police Officers
	Police Staff

	2015/16
	977
	450

	2016/17
	723
	242

	2017/18
	702
	421

	2018/19
	909
	746

	2019/20
	1,041
	486

	2020/21
	436
	405

	2021/22
	448
	493

	2022/23
	1,121
	674

	2023/24
	614
	373

	2024/25
	1,020
	613

	2025 – August 2025
	182
	241



(5) Across the last 10 years how many Police Scotland officers have left the force before retirement (please can you break that down by year)? 
(6) Across the last 10 years how many Police Scotland staff have left the force before retirement (please can you break that down by year)? 
The table below details the number of Police Scotland officers and staff that have left before retirement broken down on a year-by-year basis across the last 10 years, inclusive:


	
	Leavers

	Year
	Police Officers
	Police Staff

	2015/16
	353
	276

	2016/17
	249
	405

	2017/18
	234
	379

	2018/19
	216
	182

	2019/20
	103
	279

	2020/21
	131
	212

	2021/22
	206
	325

	2022/23
	233
	312

	2023/24
	295
	312

	2024/25
	313
	324

	2025 – August 2025
	70
	61


The data includes officers and staffs who left with any reason other than retirement. 


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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