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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3126
Responded to: 15th October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
We would like details of how many police officers in Perth and Kinross and Fife were assaulted by members of the public over the past three years, and can you give the figures in chronological order?
Also, can you please provide details of how [many] of these assaults led to police officers requiring medical treatment or taken to hospital?
It is important to note that during the period specified in your request, there was a change to the way in which assaults against police officers and police staff is recorded. 
From 1st of April 2024, the new crime classifications introduced were: ‘Common Assault of police officer/staff (with injury)’, and ‘Common Assault of police/staff (without injury)’. 
As such, the recorded and detected crime statistics sought from 1st of April 2024 onwards are held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
I can thus refer you to our publicly available crime statistics, which are available broken down by Multi-Member Ward areas in Perth and Kinross, and Fife:
Crime data - Police Scotland
It this instance, ‘detected’ crimes are those where an accused has been identified and there exists a sufficiency of evidence under Scots Law to justify consideration of criminal proceedings
For the period prior to 2024, the relevant crime classifications were ‘Common Assault of an emergency worker’, which includes police officers, prison officers, firefighters, paramedics and other personnel involved in emergency services, as well as ‘Serious Assault’, which includes any victim (regardless of occupation).
Therefore, the only way to provide an accurate response to your request would be to manually review all the relevant assault-related crime reports from 2022 onwards case-by-case to ascertain whether a police officer specifically was the victim of assault. 
Given the volume of reports that would be required to be read through for that two-year period, I estimate this exercise would far exceed the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process and I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To be of assistance however, we can provide some data regarding assaults which were reported to our People and Development team, as opposed to assaults which were recorded as crimes. 
The first table below details the number of reports on assault by member/s of the public made to the People and Development team by police officers* in both Perth and Kinross and Fife from 2022 to 30th of June 2025, inclusive: 
	Police Scotland Division
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	Total (Division)

	D/P - Perth and Kinross
	99
	77
	77
	47
	300

	P - Fife
	205
	318
	326
	383
	1,232

	Total (Year)
	304
	395
	403
	430
	1,532


*The data includes assault which involved Officer, Probationer, and Special Constable. 
The second table at the bottom details the number of those assaulted police officers in both Perth and Kinross and Fife that required either additional medical treatment or hospital treatment.


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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	Police Scotland Division
	Treatment Type
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	Total (Division)

	
D/P - Perth and Kinross
	Attending own GP
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	
	Hospital – received treatment and released
	7
	3
	2
	0
	12

	
	Total (received treatment)
	7
	3
	3
	0
	13

	
P - Fife
	Attending own GP
	0
	8
	3
	1
	12

	
	Hospital – received treatment and released
	9
	10
	10
	11
	40

	
	Total (received treatment)
	9
	18
	13
	12
	52

	Total (Year)
	16
	21
	16
	12
	65
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