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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3630
Responded to:  22nd December 2025


Please, first of all, accept my sincere apologies for the delay in providing a response to your request.
Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am writing under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 to request information relating to the Remembrance Day service held at 11.00am in Rothesay, Isle of Bute, on 9 November 2025.
During this event, a local individual discharged a shotgun in the area to the rear of the memorial, close to the access road and the putting green. Police Scotland officers were in attendance at the service, performing both ceremonial and public safety roles, including the laying of a wreath and ensuring the safety of attendees.
In light of this, I request the following information:
1. Copies of all risk assessments, operational plans, or safety assessments prepared or held by Police Scotland concerning this event, particularly those addressing the discharge of a firearm in a public area.
2. Details of any communications, notifications, or permissions received or granted by Police Scotland regarding the use or discharge of a firearm during the ceremony.
3. Information on any instructions, authorisations, or briefings provided to officers on duty about the firearm discharge, including their expected response or oversight responsibilities.
4. Records or reports explaining why on-duty officers did not question or intervene to stop the discharge of a firearm in a closely populated area, and what safety measures were taken to ensure that attendees were not at risk of injury.

5. Any post-event reports, incident logs, or reviews conducted by Police Scotland regarding this discharge of a firearm during ceremony. 
In response to your request, I must first of all advise you that the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
Whilst Police Scotland does hold some information in relation to the event, such as notification of the event and briefing notes containing operational plans, none of this documentation contains details relating to the discharge of the firearm. 
To explain, blank firearm cartridges were discharged as planned by a known firearms license holder and with knowledge and planning of the event organiser. This has taken place annually on Bute for many years.  
At no time during or after the event, did any member of the public approach Police Scotland officers to raise concerns or report criminality in relation to the discharge of the firearm. As such, there was no requirement for post-event reports etc. to be recorded in relation to the discharge of the firearm. 
You may wish to contact Argyll & Bute Council or the event organiser for assistance with your request. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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