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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2861
Responded to:  24th October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to request data relating to the number of active speed cameras in Scotland and throughout the local authorities over the past 10 years. 
Please provide the following information:
1. The number of speed cameras in operation throughout Scotland each year from 2015 up until now 2025.
1. Then provide a breakdown for the number of active speed cameras in each of Scotland’s local authorities each year from 2015 to now 2025. The local authorities I am looking for that information on is: Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll & Bute, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries & Galloway, Dundee City, East Ayrshire, East Dumbartonshire, East Lothian, East Renfrewshire, City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, Glasgow City, Highland, Inverclyde, Midlothian, Moray, The Outer Hebrides, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, Renfrewshire, The Scottish Borders, Shetland Islands, South Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Stirling, West Dunbartonshire and West Lothian 
First and foremost, it is important to note that the Safety Camera Unit (SCU) are guided by the Scottish Safety Camera Programme Handbook, which outlines that safety cameras are for casualty reduction and not revenue generation. A full explanation of site selection and governance, including decommissioning sites, can be found via the link below: 
Scottish Safety Camera Programme - Transport Scotland
On an annual basis, Area Safety Camera Managers, in conjunction with the Roads Authorities, will monitor performance at relevant camera sites. 
Based on the last three years performance, if a site is no longer assessed as a priority for enforcement on the short-list of sites, it must be made dormant – i.e. camera housing and signage remains on site but without enforcement activity taking place. 
A site may remain dormant for a period of three years, after which a decision must be taken on whether it will be abandoned or re-activated. If during or after those three years a site: 
· meets the selection requirements and is deemed to be a priority site (i.e. on the short-list), then it is re-activated.  
· meets the selection requirements but is not deemed a priority site for the short-list, it should form part of the annual assessment of sites for a maximum of three years before it is reassessed. If it is then still not deemed a priority site, it is abandoned. 
Taking this into consideration, in response to your request please refer to the attached spreadsheet, which provides a list of every known enforcement location since 2015. 
This includes Local Authority Area, camera type, enforcement location currently in use (yes/no), site start date, site current status (enforced/dormant/abandoned), and site dormancy/abandonment date.

The data provided is correct as of 30 September 2025. 
Please note that the dates/periods when enforcement locations come into or out of use is not recorded anywhere near that far back (1990s etc.), so in cases where the sites/routes have multiple enforcement locations, the start of enforcement for that location may not match the start date of the site. However, in most cases, the start date of the site will determine the start date of that enforcement location.  
As enforcement location start dates etc. can only be linked to site/route start dates etc., the attached spreadsheet includes enforcement locations on permanent sites/routes only and excludes any temporary enforcement locations - e.g. roadworks or short-term deployments. 
Enforcement ceases at all locations at sites that have been made dormant. As explained above, sites are typically made dormant for a period before being abandoned entirely, but some are abandoned without a dormancy period. 
There is an incomplete history of site status changes and so enforcement for abandoned sites, in cases where they were made dormant first, will have ceased in a period before the date of abandonment (around three years prior, although this is not always consistent). 


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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