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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3771
Responded to:  13 January 2026


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1) How many detainees who are legally prescribed methadone are transported from Elgin and Fraserburgh custody suites to Kittybrewster, to allow their OST treatment to continue without any interruption in their treatment.
[bookmark: _Hlk216864180]The provision of Opiate Substitute Therapy (OST) started at Kittybrewster Custody Centre in July 2025.  
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, there were 34 instances where an individual was transferred from Elgin and Fraserburgh Custody Suites to Kittybrewster.  However, on inspection of each of these 34 transferees, the reason for transfer does not break down to the specifics of your request.  

2) How many Police man hours has this taken transporting detainees to Kittybrewster custody suite then returning them to Elgin or Fraserburgh.
3) What is the cost of these journeys in both man hours and financial cost. 
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, the nature of policing means that officers and staff are deployed to wherever their services are required.  Transfer of prisoners, including journey time/costs would be encompassed into the cost an officer’s core time, and there is no requirement to maintain a record of the time taken or costs involved in routine duties. 

4) How many detainees in Grampian by custody suite receive Methadone, and how many detainees receive the unlicensed drug Dihydrocodeine.
[bookmark: _Hlk216864679]Unfortunately, it would cost more than the FOI threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to do so in terms of section 12(1) of the Act.
By way of explanation, between 1st July 2025 and 7 December 2025 alone, there were over 3,900 individuals detained in custody between Fraserburgh, Elgin and Kittybrewster.
To extract this data from Police Scotland’s Custody System each record would have to be individually assessed to ascertain if they were prescribed Methadone or Dihydrocodeine, an exercise which would greatly exceed the cost threshold set out in the Fees Regulations.

5) Do custody staff check that detainees have given informed consent to the substitute drug.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, medical information including consent regarding prescribing medication is private and confidential to the relevant individual and would not be recorded by Custody Staff.  All medications dispensed to persons in custody in the Grampian are dispensed by NHS staff and not Police Scotland staff members/police officers.

6) How many detainees given Dihydrocodeine suffer seizures or other serious side effects, and are female detainees checked for pregnancy before Dihydrocodeine is dispensed by custody staff.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, as stated above, each record would require to be manually assessed to ascertain if the person was prescribed Dihydrocodeine in the first instance and thereafter if they subsequently suffered any side effects as a result.  
All females detained in custody are asked by Custody Staff if they are or could be pregnant on arrival at the Police Office.  If they are unsure, they are offered a pregnancy test.  As stipulated above, medications are dispensed by NHS professionals in the Grampian area, and not by Police Scotland staff. 


7) Are any other medications reduced ie antidepressants, anti anxiety, sleeping medications or antipsychotics reduced or stopped for the period in custody .
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
As previously explained, prescribing medication is private and confidential medical information and reasons for any change is the duty of NHS Grampian.  This is not recorded by Police Scotland.

8) Are Police Scotland dogmatic about detainees healthcare and being compliant with human rights, ECHR legislation.
Police Scotland complies with ECHR legislation. The care and welfare of persons detained in custody is paramount. 

9) Do Police Scotland have any concerns with NHS Grampian.
As you may be aware, the Act provides a right of access to recorded information only.  Questions seeking the creation of comment or opinion in relation to a particular query, are not therefore valid in terms of section 8 of the Act.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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