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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3886
Responded to:  30 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Can you confirm that total amount spent on stab-proof body armour for Police Scotland officers in, i) 2020, ii) 2021, iii) 2022, iv) 2023, v) 2024 and, vi) 2025 to current date?
Please see the table below which provides the total costs spent on protective body armour per year, as requested. Data held for 2025/26 is up to November 2025.
	Year	
	Cost

	2019/20
	£919,746

	2020/21
	£1,881,659

	2021/22
	£1,560,157

	2022/23
	£794,885

	2023/24
	£420,213

	2024/25
	£467,547

	2025/26*
	£247,648

	Total
	£6,291,854



Can you also give any detail on the type/s of stab-proof body armour purchased by Police Scotland over this time period?
I can confirm the provider Police Scotland use for body armour is Safariland UK, however please note, further details on the type of body armed used is held by Police Scotland but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
· Section 31(1) - National Security
Exemption is required for the purpose of safeguarding national security.
· Section 35(1)(a)&(b) - Law Enforcement
Disclosure would substantially prejudice the prevention and detection of crime, as well as the apprehension and prosecution of offenders.
The detail on the type of body armour Police Scotland use could provide a tactical advantage to criminals when planning or perpetrating any unlawful activities, maximising the impact of any destruction, harm and disruption caused and avoiding being brought to justice.
· Section 39(1) - Health, Safety and the Environment
Disclosure would endanger the physical health or safety of an individual.
Any increase in the threat to national security or the likelihood of criminality has a parallel impact on the risk of physical harm to members of the public and police officers.
In terms of the public interest, accountability would favour disclosure, given the information concerns the efficient and effective use of body armour used by Police Scotland.
Similarly, disclosure would also better inform the public debate on the issue of protective body wear and would contribute to the accuracy of that debate.
However, ensuring there is no prejudice to the prevention and detection of crime and keeping people safe from harm, clearly favour non-disclosure of the information requested.
On balance, the public interest lies in maintaining the exemptions outlined above.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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