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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3374
Responded to: 11 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Please provide the following information held by Police Scotland in relation to the referral and handling of Other Relevant Information (ORI) for the purposes of disclosure to Disclosure Scotland under the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 and related legislation.
1. Copies of any current or historical guidance, standard operating procedures, or training materials instructing officers or staff on when and how to refer ORI to Disclosure Scotland.
1. Any criteria or thresholds applied by Police Scotland before referring information as ORI (for example, tests of reliability, corroboration, or risk assessment procedures).
4. Details of any internal review, quality-assurance, or oversight process used to ensure that ORI referrals are fair, accurate, and proportionate.
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
The information sought is publicly available:
Guidance for the Chief Constable of Police Scotland - Disclosure Scotland
Disclosure, PVG & Part V SOP

1. The policy governing retention, review, and dissemination of non-crime incident reports and intelligence logs which may later inform ORI referrals.
We follow the records retention policy set out for Police Scotland:
Record Retention SOP 
If the information is still held by Police Scotland, it can be considered for release as Other Relevant Information (ORI).

5. The number of ORI referrals made annually to Disclosure Scotland during the past five financial years, including a breakdown (if available) of how many originated from:
In relation to Other Relevant Information (ORI) issued for applications the number is provided below:
	Year
	Number

	2020/21
	85

	2021/22
	173

	2022/23
	158

	2023/24
	130

	2024/25
	92


Please note that these figures include PVG applications as well as enhanced applications under Part V of the Police Act 1997.
In relation to ORI issued for ongoing monitoring or amendments to ORI due to ongoing review.  This information is not currently held within a format which allows for statistics to be produced automatically.  
A manual review of each ongoing monitoring trigger would be required in order to retrieve this information.  Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
As an example, for 2024/25 alone, this would mean a review of over 163,000 triggers to confirm if a disclosure had been made.  

a) cases marked “No Further Action,” and
b) cases resulting in an acquittal.
In relation to applications, we do not hold this information in a format which allows for statistics to be produced automatically and so each file would have to be reviewed individually.  There are 638 files over the course of the period requested and to check each one would be a time-consuming task that would take a large amount of time to complete and engage s12(1) of the Act.
In relation to ongoing monitoring, the above s12 still applies.

6. Copies of any equality, human-rights, or data-protection impact assessments (EIA, HRIA, DPIA) conducted by Police Scotland that address ORI or disclosure of untested allegations to Disclosure Scotland.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
By way of explanation, no such EIA, HRIA or DPIA are held on the specific topic requested.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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