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Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EqHRIA)
Summary of Results
	Policy / Practice
	Child Abduction Standard Operating Procedure Version 5.00

	Owning Department
	Specialist Crime Division / Organised Crime and Counter Terrorism Unit

	Date EqHRIA Completed
	13/11/2020

	Purpose of Policy / Practice
	The purpose of the Child Abduction Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to provide guidance to officers and staff within Police Scotland who respond to, or investigate Child Abduction. 

The SOP outlines the roles and responsibilities to manage this investigation from initial report to the conclusion of the investigation.

The SOP will ensure equity of service  to reports of Child Abduction nationally, ensuring a proportionate and consistent response/approach 



	A. Summary of Analysis / Decisions - What the assessment found and actions already taken.

	There is no evidence or concerns to suggest that this policy is likely to have anything other than a positive impact on the service delivery of Police Scotland in relation to investigating Child Abduction.

The overarching aim of the Child Abduction Standard Operating Procedure is to provide guidance and direction to officers and staff of Police Scotland responding to and investigating Child Abduction. The SOP fully supports Police Scotland's Child Protection Policy and will ensure a proportionate and consistent approach with the primary consideration being the safe recovery of the child.

The SOP outlines the requirement to appropriately assess any report of this type and ensure the status of the Child is accurately recorded: missing person, abducted or kidnapped; in order to initiate the correct response level.

The SOP takes into account all relevant legislation and strives to protect all children and young people regardless of their age, status, abilities, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation or beliefs.

In respect of Human Rights, there may be occasions where the following are breached however these are legitimate and on a legal basis:

Article 5 - Right to Liberty and Security: Any suspect identified may be arrested in terms of Section 1 Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2016 and removed to a Police Office for interview and collection of evidential samples.

There is the potential infringement on the liberty of the child in circumstances where they have willingly left with the offender contrary to any court order or for instance to pursue an arranged marriage. In these instances, their liberty will be infringed to safeguard and protect them. 

Article 8 - Right to Respect for Private and Family Life: It may be necessary to secure and search property, including dwelling houses and personal devices, leading to the recovery of personal and sensitive data and information. Any such activity will be conducted solely to assist in the safe recovery of the Child.  

Article 1, Protocol 1 - Protection of Property: Due to the serious nature of Child Abduction and the necessity to safely recover the Child, it may be necessary to seize, remove and review productions to bring the investigation to a swift conclusion. These articles will be lawfully seized under legislation and or warrant. 



	B. Summary of Mitigation Actions - What else we plan to do and how we are going to check that it has been done.

	The owning department will monitor and react to changes in legislation that may impact on this SOP and assess how these changes could affect the protected groups.

A cyclical review of both the SOP and EqHRIA will be undertaken quarterly by the owning department.
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