OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL
	[image: ]
	
Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1722
Responded to:  01 July 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I'm looking for some information surrounding Nigel Farage's visit to Scotland on Monday June 2nd 2025.
Why did officers attend the venue of Nigel Farage's Aberdeen press conference - The Silver Darling, Pocra Quay, Aberdeen, AB11 5DQ, on Monday morning?
Officers were in the area giving ‘passing attention’ for an MP’s visit and attended to assess and respond to a spontaneous protest.
Was their presence requested by a member of Nigel Farage's security team? Or by someone from Reform UK? 
Police presence was not requested by either Nigel Farage's security team or by Reform UK.
Who requested officers attend?
Passing attention only, requested by Police Scotland’s Operational Planning Department
When was their presence requested? 
Passing attention was requested at 0930 hours Monday 2 June 2025
Was their attendance pre-arranged with the Silver Darling restaurant or Nigel Farage or a member of his Reform UK staff?
No, Police Presence was not pre-arranged with the Silver Darling restaurant, Nigel Farage or his Reform UK staff.
When was it decided to send officers?
Monday 2 June 2025

How many officers in total were sent to the Silver Darling? How many police vehicles were sent?
4 PC’s and 2 x mobile units were deployed
How long did officers spend at the scene? 
Approximately 2 hours 30 minutes
What was their purpose at the scene? 
To maintain the safety of the public and those attending the event and to facilitate peaceful opportunity for protest, that does not negatively affect other members of the public.
Were officers specifically asked to protect and keep Nigel Farage safe at any point? Who asked them to do this? 
Officers were not specifically asked to protect and keep Nigel Farage safe at any point
Why did uniformed police officers seemingly act as private security for Nigel Farage and stand guard as he left the restaurant by a back door?
As outlined above, the purpose of the Police attendance was to maintain the safety of the public and those attending the event and to facilitate peaceful opportunity for protest, that does not negatively affect other members of the public.
There is no information held by Police Scotland that speaks specifically to the scenario described in your request and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
How much did it cost to send police officers to the scene?
Police Scotland does not routinely record the costs or policing hours associated with any specific operation or investigation.  
The nature of policing means that officers are deployed to wherever their services are most required and the number of officers required throughout an investigation will constantly fluctuate.  Officers can be involved in one or multiple investigations and can be redeployed to other duties at any given time.  
As such the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies
Were Reform UK, Nigel Farage or the management of the Silver Darling billed or asked to pay any money towards the cost of police officers attending the event? Will anyone be billed or asked to pay any money towards the cost of policing the event?
No, there was no planned dedicated Policing resources within the Silver Darling which could be considered chargeable for this event.

Were officers sent out to the scene of Nigel farage's visit to Larkhall and Hamilton that same day? Why were they sent? Was this pre-arranged with Nigel Farage and someone at Reform UK? 
Information was received from Nigel Farage’s head of security on 01/06/2025 that he would be visiting Hamilton at 1300 hours (approximately) on the 02/06/2025. 
Two officers had already been assigned to be on election duties for the Hamilton/ Larkhall/ Stonehouse area and due to the visit of the First Minister to the Hamilton. No officers were assigned to the subsequent visit of Mr Farage to Larkhall.               
Who requested their presence? When did someone ask for officers to attend?
No police presence was requested
When was it decided to send officers?
Monday 2 June 2025
How many officers were sent? How many police vehicles were sent?
There were 6 officers deployed to the Town Centre to assist with the First Minister Visit, election duties and the visit of Mr Farage. One vehicle was utilised. 
How long did police spend at the scene? What was their purpose? 
Mr Farage did not attend the Hamilton area, and no officers were deployed to Larkhall. The purpose was high visibility patrols for public reassurance purposes
How much did this operation cost?
Police Scotland does not routinely record the costs or policing hours associated with any specific operation or investigation.  
The nature of policing means that officers are deployed to wherever their services are most required and the number of officers required throughout an investigation will constantly fluctuate.  Officers can be involved in one or multiple investigations and can be redeployed to other duties at any given time.  
As such the information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies
Were Reform UK or Nigel Farage or anyone else asked to pay anything towards the cost of policing the event? Will they be billed or asked to pay any money towards the cost of policing the event?
No, there was no planned dedicated Policing resources within the Silver Darling which could be considered chargeable for this event.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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