OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL
	[image: ]
	
Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3486
Responded to:  31 October 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Primary Request (Offence Count) please provide the total number offences recorded by your force for the offence of driving a motor vehicle without insurance for the following periods:
Full calendar year 2023 (1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023)
Full calendar year 2024 (1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024)
Year-to-date 2025 (1 January 2025 up to the date this request is processed)
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) and 27(1) exemptions apply:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”
The recorded and detected statistics are available here: How we are performing - Police Scotland 
Information for quarter 2 of 2025/2026, will be published at the same link within 12 weeks of this response.
There is a further breakdown by Multi Member Ward, to December 2024, available here: Crime data - Police Scotland 
“Information is exempt information if it is held with a view to its being published […] at a date not later than twelve weeks after […] the request for the information is made”.
I believe it is reasonable in all the circumstances that the information be withheld from disclosure at this time and that maintaining the exemption outweighs any public interest in disclosure.

Secondary Request (Breakdown by Policy Status) If this data is recorded or readily retrievable, please provide a breakdown of the figures requested in Point 1, categorising the offences into the following two groups:
· Cases where the driver had no motor insurance policy in place whatsoever.
· Cases where the driver had a motor insurance policy in place, but that policy did not cover the specific use of the vehicle at the time of the offence (e.g., a "Social, Domestic and Pleasure" policy being used for business/commercial purposes, or driving without the necessary "Any Authorised Driver" clause being in effect).
Clarification on Scope If the information requested in Point 2 is not recorded or cannot be easily extracted without incurring excessive cost (i.e., exceeding the appropriate cost limit under Section 12 of the FOIA), please provide the information requested in Point 1 only.
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, unfortunately there are no markers etc. available on our crime recording system which would automatically extract the requested information. All potentially relevant crime reports would need to be manually reviewed to extract the information sought. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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