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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2816
Responded to:  7th October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. How much income has been generated by Police Scotland by charging for abnormal loads escorts? Please provide figures for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025, and include a breakdown.
The table below details the income generated by Police Scotland for abnormal loads escorts across the last seven years to date, inclusive:
	Year
	Income Generated

	2018
	1,239,106.06

	2019
	1,411,707.28

	2020
	1,140,103.04

	2021
	1,389,614.11

	2022
	1,568,795.52

	2023
	1,770,643.15

	2024
	2,000,611.49

	2025
	1,810,729.94














Unfortunately, no further breakdown of the income generated is available from the ledger and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.

1. What are the average costs to Police Scotland of escorting an abnormal load?
The table below details the average cost to Police Scotland for an abnormal load escort across the last seven years to date, inclusive:
	Year
	Average Cost

	2018
	239.63

	2019
	540.63

	2020
	701.70

	2021
	779.86

	2022
	815.81

	2023
	900.91

	2024
	1,136.14

	2025
	1,245.95














In this instance, it is important to note that costs and charges vary depending on factors such as distance/time required.

1. What is any money generated over and above the cost of escorting abnormal loads used for?
The funds generated over and above the cost of escorting are used to cover the additional cost to Police Scotland of supporting abnormal loads.

1. What is the average time from an abnormal load escort being booked to being transported? 
1. What is the longest a company or individual has been waiting on an escort for an abnormal load?
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
By way of explanation, the time taken between the booking and the escorting of an abnormal load is not recorded. 
As such, the average amount of time taken between booking to escorting cannot be calculated, nor can the longest amount of time taken in-between be sourced. 

1. Does Police Scotland have any plans to change the way it deals with the escort of abnormal loads? If so, please detail.
The HMICS Thematic Inspection of Road Policing in Scotland, published 5th November 2024, included amongst its recommendations that: “Police Scotland should engage with Scottish Government to progress a legislative change that will allow the escorting of abnormal loads in Scotland to be carried out by another agency”.  
On 4th February 2025, the Force Change Board decided that the 13 recommendations and 13 areas for development within the HMICS report should be progressed as part of a holistic review of Police Scotland’s approach to keeping people safe on the roads.  
Work is ongoing to implement the recommendations.  


If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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