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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2770
Responded to:  01 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
As per your reply in relation to IM-FOI-2019-0922 dated the 15th of April 2019 where you confirmed the following:
“I can confirm that Angus Sinclair was on remand at Barlinnie Prison from 30.01.79 - 14.06.79 when he was bailed.  I can confirm that the provenance of the data regarding the remand dates and the prison in which he was remanded was obtained from a document stored on the HOLMES system and a production described as a ‘Record Card’ which was obtained from HMP Barlinnie in 2006."
Can the HOLMES system be researched to establish if a Transcription of all the information noted within this aforementioned Record Card can be sent to the myself regarding all the subject’s movements whilst incarcerated within HMP Barlinnie.
I can advise this “Record card” is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
· Section 34(1)(b) – Investigations by a Scottish public authority 

Information is exempt where it is held for the purposes of an investigation which may lead to a report to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to enable a determination on whether criminal proceedings should be instituted.
Section 35(1)(a)&(b) – Law enforcement
Disclosure would prejudice the prevention and detection of crime and the apprehension and prosecution of offenders.

There is a public interest in better informing the public as to high profile investigations and individuals, but this must be balanced against the need to protect the integrity of the police investigative process and the related criminal justice proceedings.
This applies in general terms, as well as to specific investigtaions.
On balance, it is assessed that those carry more weight, and the public interest lies in maintaining the exemptions and refusing to provide the information sought.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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