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Freedom of Information Review Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-1384
Responded to:  02 September 2025


As requested, we have reviewed the handling of your recent FOI request in terms of section 20(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.
As Police Scotland has failed to respond to your request within twenty working days, it therefore follows that in terms of section 21(4)(c), your request has not been handled in accordance with the Act.
Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused.  
A response to your request is provided below:
Your Website states that the Keep Safe scheme will no longer continue due to “there was evidence of limited use of the premises”
Could you please supply me with a copy of:
The evidence of the limited use.
Officers from Police Scotland Policing Together Division arranged a meeting with all Keep Safe Single Points of Contact (SPOCs) where they were asked to provide feedback regarding the initiative and any experience from premises that they were aware of.
None of the SPOCs reported having been made aware, through premises engagement, of anyone having used a premise as a Keep Safe place. 

The details of all consultations carried out.
Policing Together division created a Short Life Working Group to consult with all internal partners. I AM ME were also consulted throughout. 

The meeting notes/minutes from the Short Life Working Group for Keep Safe.
The minutes/meeting notes from the Keep Safe working group in November (SMARTEU)
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 30(b) – free and frank provision of advice or exchange of views
Information is exempt if disclosure would inhibit substantially the free and frank provision of advice (section 30(b)(i)) and/ or the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation (section 30(b)(ii)).
The sharing of this content would likely have a negative impact on the effective conduct of public affairs.
This is a non-absolute exemption and requires the application of the public interest test.
Public Interest Test
It could be argued that there is a public interest in disclosure of such information as it would contribute to greater transparency and openness. 
Nevertheless, on balance Police Scotland consider that the release of the requested information, would significantly limit and de-value the review process as set by Police Scotland. The review process provides Police Scotland with the opportunity to illustrate thinking, deliberation, viewpoints and opinions in a transparent and open manner without the fear that these workings will be released prior to their full consideration and ratification. 
Release of this information would inhibit and undermine the aims and outcomes of the review process, constricting the future information provided, therefore undermining this valuable contribution it makes to the quality of the outcome.
There can be no public interest in disclosing information which would make it more difficult to offer an efficient and effective service.

Please note that as you have already requested a review in relation to this request, any further dissatisfaction with the response should be escalated to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) for a decision.  We cannot conduct a second review.
Applications must be submitted to OSIC within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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