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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2038
Responded to:  3 September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
An Encampment took place at Inverdee in June. Reports indicate that it involved some 15 caravans and other vehicles and machinery. The encampment does not appear to have been authorised.
I understand that the Lord Advocate’s Guidance regarding encampments contains a presumption against prosecuting Gypsy/Travellers under the Trespass (Scotland) Act 1865, where the sole issue in relation to an unauthorised site is unlawful encampment. The Guidance also states that this presumption may be over-ridden by public interest considerations, and it makes it quite clear that the presumption against prosecution does not apply to any other criminal offences that may be committed on or around unauthorised sites.  Please advise:
[1] So far as you were concerned, was this encampment authorised or unauthorised;
This encampment was unauthorised

[2] Was prior notice of the encampment given to the Police;
No

[3] Were Police Officers requested to attend the encampment on any occasion and by whom;
Police Officers attended on 4 separate occasions following contact from members of the public reporting travellers were present / causing damage.

[4] Were any reports of anti-social behaviour or other offences on or around the site received by the Police. If so how many and what action was taken;
Reports of rubbish on site and one report of trees being cut down.  There was no evidence of same identified, and no further action was taken.
Notwithstanding, following initial attendance relevant information was obtained and passed to the Gypsy Traveller Liaison Officer (GTLO) – subsequent update from the GTLO was as follows:
“Site visited – 16 caravans, chickens, dogs & Pony. All contained, provided with black bags for rubbish.  Notice served to vacate by 17:00 hours on Thursday 5th June and will progress to court if they fail to vacate.”

[5] On how many occasions did Police Officers visit the encampment;
As above – question 3

[6] Was any reason given for the encampment at that location;
No

[7] If the reason given was for work purposes, were any business names and details sought;
No

[8] Were personal details noted for those on site in order to ascertain if they had been previously moved on from unauthorised encampments or had outstanding matters of interest to the Police;
[9] Were the vehicles at the site checked for road-worthiness, insurance, MOT, and excise duty; and
I am refusing to confirm or deny whether the personal information sought exists or is held by Police Scotland in terms of section 18 of the Act. Section 18 applies where the following two conditions are met:
- It would be contrary to the public interest to reveal whether the information is held.
Whilst we accept that you may have a particular personal interest in being informed as to whether the information sought is held, the overwhelming public interest lies in protecting individuals’ right to privacy and their expectation of confidence as regards their information.
- If the information was held, it would be exempt from disclosure. In this instance, sections 38(1)(b) and 38(1)(2A) of the Act apply insofar as you have requested third party personal data, the disclosure of which would contravene the data protection principles set out in the Act.

[10] At the end of the encampment were Police Officers made aware of any potential offences that had occurred at the site [such as malicious mischief or fly-tipping of industrial waste], and were any enquiries carried out in that regard? 
No offences as referred to above were identified.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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