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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3403
Responded to:  28 October 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I would like to request the following information regarding speeding offences in the Argyll area:
1. The total number of recorded speeding offences in the Argyll region for each of the past five calendar years (e.g. 2020–2024).
2. A breakdown of these offences by location (e.g. town or road name, if available).
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
The information sought is publicly available on Police Scotland’s website:
 Crime data - Police Scotland by Multi Member Ward.

3. The types of speed detection methods used (e.g. fixed cameras, mobile vans, officer with handheld devices) in Argyll and the number of offences recorded by each method per year.
The table below details recorded speeding offences detected by safety camera within the Argyll divisional area, for the period 01/01/2022 - 31/12/2024 (inclusive):
	Year
	Camera Detected Offences

	2022
	44

	2023
	10

	2024
	631


Data is taken from a live system which is subject to change and correct as of 22/10/2025.
Not all drivers detected receive a COFPN.  For example, excessive speeds are dealt with by way of a report to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS).
Data for the period prior to 2022 is no longer held section 17 of the Act therefore applies. In accordance with our Record Retention SOP these records are held for 3 years plus current year only.
I am refusing to provide a further breakdown of this data by camera type – i.e. fixed camera or mobile camera.  The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 35(1)(a)&(b) - Law Enforcement
Disclosure would prejudice substantially the prevention or detection of crime and the apprehension or prosecution of offenders.
It is common knowledge that not all fixed safety cameras will be operational at any given time. Provision of data by detection type would give a clear indication of the level of enforcement and potentially allow members of the public to gauge which cameras are active.
Section 39(1) – Health and Safety
Information is exempt information if its disclosure would endanger the physical health and safety of members of the public by encouraging motorists to commit offences, thereby endangering other road users/ pedestrians and rendering the safety cameras ineffective as a preventative road safety measure.
On balance it is considered that the public interest in disclosing activity data is outweighed by the potential consequences to law enforcement and the impact such a release would have on road safety measures.
Finally, and in relation to roadside detected offences, i.e. by handheld devices, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  
I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, the only way to collate this data would be to individually assess each crime report to determine whether the driver was detected by roadside detection or camera.
As outlined above, although most camera detected offences will be dealt with by COFPN, not all are.  It is therefore possible that a crime report could involve either detection method.

4. The highest recorded speeding offence in Argyll for each of the past five years, including the speed, the location, and the posted speed limit.
Unfortunately, I estimate that retrieving data for officer detected speeds would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation the only way to collate this data would be to manually assess each crime report to determine the speed recorded. 
In relation to camera detected offences, the table below details the information sought: 
	Year
	Speed recorded
	Speed limit
	Location

	2022
	110mph
	60mph
	A82 Luss to Tarbet

	2023
	95mph
	60 mph
	A82 Luss to Tarbet

	2024
	91mph
	60 mph
	A82 Arden to Tarbet


Data is taken from a live system which is subject to change and correct as of 22/10/2025.
Data excludes emergency response vehicles as these are exempt from speed limits if staying within those limits will compromise emergency response times.
Again, data for the period prior to 2022 is no longer held section 17 of the Act therefore applies. In accordance with our Record Retention SOP these records are held for 3 years plus current year only.

5. If available, a breakdown of the outcomes of these offences – for example, number resulting in Fixed Penalty Notices, court proceedings, or driver education courses.
Police Scotland do not offer driver education courses.
In respect of speeding offences where Conditional Offers of Fixed Penalty Notice (COFPNs) were issued, figures are provided in the table below for period 01/01/2022 -31/12/2024 (inclusive).  
Again, data for the period prior to 2022 is no longer held section 17 of the Act therefore applies. In accordance with our Record Retention SOP these records are held for 3 years plus current year only.
Further, during 2022 a phased roll out took place on to a new national recording system, without the migration of legacy data. Data for 2022 is therefore split across two recording systems. As such, we have included two columns within the table below for 2022.
	Offence Code
	2022
(Legacy)
	2022
	2023
	2024

	303.001 - Speeding In 30mph Zone
	175
	76
	308
	246

	303.002 - Driving at ... mph in a 40 mph speed limit (BUA)
	4
	4
	10
	9

	303.003 - Driving at ... mph in a 50 mph speed limit (BUA)
	1
	2
	2
	8

	303.004 - Driving at ... mph in a 60 mph speed limit (BUA)
	4
	3
	3
	2

	303.005 - Driving at ... mph in a ... mph temp speed limit (BUA)
	0
	0
	0
	13

	303.006 - Driving at ... mph in a 20 mph speed limit (BUA)
	0
	1
	0
	1

	304.001 - Driving at ... mph in a 50 mph speed limit (non BUA)
	18
	5
	19
	7

	304.002 - Driving at ... mph in a 60 mph speed limit (non BUA)
	81
	24
	73
	55

	304.003 - Driving at ... mph in a 70 mph speed limit (non BUA)
	0
	0
	2
	1

	304.008 - Driving at ... mph in a 40 mph speed limit (non BUA)
	8
	7
	22
	12

	304.010 - Driving at ... mph in a ... mph temp speed limit (non BUA
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Totals
	291
	122
	439
	358


Data was extracted using court codes for L Division and removing any locations under West Dunbartonshire.  
In terms of crime reports and the related outcomes, unfortunately, it would cost more than the FOI threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to do so in terms of section 12(1) of the Act.
Each report would have to be individually assessed to extract and note the outcome.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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