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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3971
Responded to:  17 December 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following aggregate, non-personal statistical information relating to police activity associated with asylum accommodation within your force area.
1. Police incidents linked to asylum accommodation
For the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024 (or the most recent 12-month period held), please provide:
a) The total number of recorded police incidents, call-outs, or deployments that are flagged, coded, or otherwise identifiable as relating to:
1. asylum accommodation;
1. contingency asylum hotels; or
1. Home Office asylum accommodation sites
(using whatever existing internal flag, marker, or location-type classification your force applies).
In addition, please confirm whether the same aggregated dataset is held for the period 1 January 2025 to the date of this request, and if so, whether it can be disclosed without exceeding the Section 12 cost limit.
b) A breakdown of these incidents by high-level incident classification, using your force’s standard categories (for example):
1. violence against the person
1. public order
1. sexual offences
1. domestic incidents
1. criminal damage
1. theft
1. safeguarding / welfare
1. missing persons
c) The total number of arrests arising from these incidents (aggregate figure).
d) The total number of cases arising from these incidents where a file was submitted to the Crown Prosecution Service (aggregate figure).
2. Geographic aggregation (cost-saving option)
If force-wide data cannot be provided without exceeding the cost limit, please provide the above figures aggregated by Basic Command Unit / policing district / local policing area, rather than by individual accommodation site.
3. Data-recording clarification
Please confirm:
1. whether your force uses any specific flag, tag, or location-type marker to identify incidents linked to asylum accommodation; and
1. from what date such a marker has been in use (if applicable).
4. Clarification on narrative-derived summaries (existence only)
For the avoidance of doubt, I am not requesting individual narrative incident reports, free-text logs, or address-level records.
However, please confirm whether your force already holds any of the following in an existing, aggregated or standardised form in relation to incidents linked to asylum accommodation (for example, thematic summaries or supervisory closure codes):
1. anonymised thematic or trend summaries;
1. standardised supervisory closure categories or codes; or
1. management-level reports that draw on incident narratives at a summary level.
If such material is held, please confirm its existence only (a yes/no response is sufficient).

Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
By way of explanation, there is no method to extract incident data using a general locus, in this case "asylum accommodation /hotels/ accommodation sites"
If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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