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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-2001
Responded to:  03 October 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
1. In relation to Edinburgh Airport, Glasgow Airport, Prestwick Airport, Aberdeen Airport and Inverness Airport please state how many of the following crimes were alleged to have occurred and recorded by your force as having happened at the airports in relation to the following offences in (i) 2022/23 (ii) 2023/24. 
Criminal damage/arson
Drug offences
Possession of weapon offences
Public order offences
Robbery
Theft
Sexual offences
Violence against the person
Firstly, ‘Violence against the person’ and ‘Criminal damage/ arson’ are not terms recognised by Police Scotland therefore the information sought is not held and section 17 of the Act therefore applies. 
Crimes in Scotland are recorded in accordance with the Scottish Government Justice Department (SGJD) offence classifications.
To be of assistance I have carried out a search for crimes as follows which we assessed to be of potential relevance: 
· Crimes of violence
· Fire raising (excluding muirburn)
The tables below detail recorded crimes for each of the requested airports relating to the following classifications above, as well as:
· Drug offences
· Possession of weapon offences
· Public order offences
· Robbery
· Theft
· Sexual offences
· Crimes of violence
· Fire raising (excluding muirburn)

Table 1 details recorded crimes at Prestwick airport for 2022/23 and 2023/24.
	Offence 
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Illegal Importation of drugs
	1
	2

	Possession of drugs
	0
	0

	Theft not elsewhere classified - excl motor vehicle
	3
	2

	Total 
	4
	4



Table 2 details recorded crimes at Glasgow airport for 2022/23 and 2023/24.
	Offence 
	2022/23
	2023/34

	Carrying of Knives etc Scottish Act 1993
	9
	17

	Group 2 Crime
	8
	3

	Illegal Importation of drugs
	0
	8

	Possession of an offensive weapon
	1
	5

	Possession of drugs
	6
	11

	Supply of Drugs incl. possess with intent
	0
	6

	Theft not elsewhere classified - excl motor vehicle
	23
	28

	Total 
	47
	78




Table 3 details recorded crimes at Inverness airport for 2022/23 and 2023/24.
	Offence
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Carrying of Knives etc S Act 1993
	0
	1

	Possession of drugs
	1
	2

	Theft not elsewhere classified - excl motor vehicle
	2
	1

	Total 
	3
	4



Table 4 details recorded crimes at Aberdeen airport for 2022/23 and 2023/24.
	Offence
	2022/23
	2023/34

	Carrying of Knives etc S Act 1993
	0
	3

	Sexual offences
	0
	2

	Having in a public place an article with a blade or point used in other criminal activity
	0
	1

	Illegal Importation of drugs
	1
	0

	Possession of an offensive weapon
	0
	1

	Possession of drugs
	4
	2

	Theft not elsewhere classified - excl motor vehicle
	7
	3

	Total
	12
	12



Table 5 details recorded crimes at Edinburgh airport for 2022/23 and 2023/24.
	Offence
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Carrying of Knives etc S Act 1993
	7
	8

	Fire-raising excluding muirburn
	1
	0

	Sexual Offences
	8
	8

	Having in a public place an article with a blade or point used in other criminal activity
	0
	1

	Illegal Importation of drugs
	1
	8

	Possession of an offensive weapon
	10
	9

	Possession of drugs
	22
	26

	Robbery
	0
	1

	Serious Assault
	1
	0

	Supply of Drugs incl. possess with intent
	1
	10

	Theft not elsewhere classified - excl motor vehicle
	51
	65

	Total
	102
	136



All statistics are provisional and should be treated as management information. 
Data was extracted from Police Scotland systems and are correct as at 22/08/2024
The Recorded Crimes are extracted using the Date Raised, and then mapped to Edinburgh Airport based on the Grid East and Grid North.
Specified areas have been selected using the Ordnance Survey National Geographic Database (OS NGD). The Grid East and Grid North recorded on the Crime, relates to the location Police Officers have been directed to attend.
Please note, a keyword search was also carried out on the locus line, and relevant records were selected.

2. For the first FIVE crimes identified in question 1 for the year 2023/24 please provide me with verbatim copies of the MOs/investigation summary fields and state the offence category for each one and the airports at which they occurred.
Table 6 below details the recorded MO of the first five recorded offences to have occurred within 2023/24.
	Date 
	Airport
	Offence
	Description 

	03/04/23
	Aberdeen 
	Possession of controlled drug 
	Found in possession of a controlled drug, namely cocaine

	04/04/23
	Edinburgh 
	Theft by finding
	Finding property, failing to return same to rightful owner or lawful authority, thereby stealing

	06/04/23
	Edinburgh 
	Sexual assault 
	Inappropriately touching complainer on her lower leg under her clothing and on her side leg and buttocks on top of her clothing without consent

	07/04/23
	Edinburgh 
	Carry a knife - not used in other criminal activity
	Having in a public place an article with a blade or point, namely a locking knife, without reasonable excuse or lawful authority

	11/04/23
	Inverness 
	Possession of controlled drug
	Did have in his possession personal amount of cannabis resin



If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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