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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-0380
Responded to:  17 April 2025


Your recent request for information (as clarified) is replicated below, together with our response.
I am hoping to report on the numbers of recorded/ detected crimes for all the subcategories of Group 2 Offences (See list below). I have managed to find overall recorded crime for those groups, but not detected crime. 
Further, some of these crimes (below, in red) do not differentiate between children and adults, meaning that I cannot find reasonably accurate data describing the number of victims of sexual crime that are under 18. 
Therefore, I would still like to get data for the items below: 
· the number of detected crimes for all listed
· for those in red text, the number of both detected and recorded where the victim is under 18 years of age at the time of the offence date (the first offence date, if there are multiple dates, e.g., in intrafamilial abuse).  
Rape & attempted rape
Rape
Attempted rape
Sexual assault
Sexual assault including against children
Sexual assault committed prior to 1 December 2010
Sexual assault against an adult 16+
Sexual assault against a child aged 13-15
Sexual assault against a child under 13
Lewd and libidinous practices
Causing to view sexual activity or images 
Coercing a person into being present / looking at sexual activity [note 33]
Causing an older child (13-15) to be present / looking at sexual activity
Causing a young child to be present / look at sexual activity (under 13)
Sexual exposure [note 34]
Sexual exposure of older child (13-15)
Sexual exposure to a young child (under 13)
Public indecency
Communicating indecently 
Communicating indecently [note 35]
Communicate indecently with older child (13-15)
Communicating indecently with young child (under 13)
Threatening to or disclosing intimate images [note 4]
Threatening to disclose an intimate image [note 4]
Disclosure of an intimate image [note 4]
Indecent photos of children 
Crimes associated with prostitution
Procuration
Brothel keeping
Immoral traffic
Crimes relating to prostitution
Soliciting services of person engaged in prostitution
Other sexual crimes
Voyeurism [note 36]
Voyeurism older child (13-15)
Voyeurism young child (under 13)
Other sexual crimes involving 13-15 year old children [note 37]
Illegal homosexual acts
Communication Act 2003 (sexual)
Conspiracy to commit sexual acts outside the U.K.
Grooming of children for purposes of sexual offences
Administering a substance for sexual purposes
Possession of extreme pornography
[bookmark: _Hlk191376047]Other [note 31]

The information sought as regards the overall number of recorded and detected crimes per classifications is publicly available:
22-1633 - Crime Stats - Sexual - Victim <18yrs - 2021/22 - Police Scotland
The information is therefore held by Police Scotland but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
Unfortunately, for the non-age specific crimes, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to determine the age of each victim at the time of the crime.  
I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, we have no means of searching crime reports based on the age of the victim at the time of the offence, nor can such data be presented automatically for the time period covered by your request.
Researching your request would therefore require the individual assessment of all relevant crime reports. 

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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