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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3620
Responded to: 09 January 2026


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
This request concerns occupational safety governance and the specification of motorcycle PPE garments used by police motorcyclists and forms part of an ongoing review of emergency-service motorcycle PPE governance following prior FOI responses from several UK forces.
The purpose of this request is to understand whether police forces have:
1. Identified or recorded any operational issues relating to issued motorcycle PPE garments (jackets, trousers, or one-piece suits), and
1. Engaged with the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC), BSI, or any external PPE experts or agencies in relation to such matters.
The request is confined strictly to high-level documentation and correspondence, not individual case files, or operational details.
It is anticipated that the information, where held, will already exist within force-level health and safety, fleet, or uniform management records.  No new analysis or data collation is required - only disclosure of records already held.

Please find the specific questions set out below:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following information for the period 1 January 2023 to the date of your search, limited strictly to material already held by your force.
1. Motorcycle PPE Garment Standards and Specification Guidance
a) Copies of any internal communications, policy documents, or briefings relating to the specification, review, or selection of protective jackets, trousers, or one-piece suits used by police motorcyclists.
Please find attached the current approved stock list for Road Policing Motorcyclists for Police Scotland, referred to as Document 1.  
As you will see, some information has been redacted which I am refusing to provide in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply:
Section 33(1)(b) – Commercial Interests
Such information will not be disclosed whilst remaining relevant, as it is considered to be commercially sensitive.  Disclosure of this information would give a competitive advantage to companies in any future tender process.  
Disclosure could reduce the number of companies tendering for the supply of goods and services, they, being aware that Police Scotland will disclose commercially sensitive information.  This is likely to negatively impact on the tendering process used by the service to ensure it purchases the most efficient and cost effective services in the future and prejudice the commercial interests of Police Scotland.
This is a non-absolute exemption which requires the application of the Public Interest Test.
Public Interest Test
Police Scotland is a publicly funded organisation and therefore the Service has an obligation to obtain best value for money with particular services. Further, in order to do this, it is essential to maintain working relationships with companies that tender their services.  
As such, Police Scotland will not disclose any information that would impact on the ability to do both. The public interest would not be served if it were no longer possible to engage companies in a tender offer if they believed that conducting business with Police Scotland would result in their confidential financial information being released. 
In relation to any internal communication, a search of Police systems for the date range requested revealed one document which relates to the specification of equipment referred to in your request.  Please find attached the relevant document, referred to as Document 2. 
 As you are entitled to information, and not copies of documents as such, we have provided only the sections of the document relevant to your request, not the full document. 

b) Please indicate whether any such materials reference EN 17092 or EN 13595 standards.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, there is no specific reference to these materials contained within the aforementioned document, although they are certified to CE standards.

2. NPCC or National Engagement
a) Any correspondence, meeting minutes, or briefings received from the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) relating to motorcycle PPE garments, protective-clothing standards, or participation in any BSI, CEN, or ISO committee activity on this subject.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, there is no correspondence relating from the NPCC within the time frame requested.

b) Any records showing your force’s own engagement with NPCC, BSI, or other national bodies concerning PPE garment standards for operational motorcyclists.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
By way of explanation, there is no such correspondence with other bodies in relation to operational motorcyclists.

3. Operational Feedback
a) Any recorded issues, feedback, or internal reports since 1 January 2023 highlighting deficiencies, failures, or safety concerns with issued motorcycle jackets, trousers, or suits.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and Section 17 of the Act therefore applies.  To explain, there is no such correspondence within the time frame requested.




b) Please confirm whether the force has raised, reported, or discussed any such concerns with/to NPCC, BSI, or other external bodies, such as external PPE experts or agencies.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act applies.
To explain, there is no such correspondence within the time frame requested.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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