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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-2333
Responded to:  xx September 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act. If possible, please could you put your response in an excel spreadsheet format.
Q1) For the previous 10 years, how many domestic abuse-related reports were received where cocaine is noted in the MO field as a suspected aggravating factor?
a) 2015
b) 2016
c) 2017
d) 2018
e) 2019
f) 2020
g) 2021
h) 2022
i) 2023
j) 2024
k) 2025 – latest available data
Q2) Of the suspected offenders in the reports in Q1, how many were aged under 25?
a) 2015
b) 2016
c) 2017
d) 2018
e) 2019
f) 2020
g) 2021
h) 2022
i) 2023
j) 2024
k) 2025 – latest available data
Q3) For the past 10 years, please share the number of reports received by the police where a victim suspects hidden spyware, AKA stalkerware, has been installed on their device by someone else, in order to track their location or monitor their activity.
Please include search results for any of the following phrases:
'stalkerware', ‘spyware’, ‘mSpy’, and ‘tracking app’. Please do not count the same individual report more than once in the total number.
a) 2015
b) 2016
c) 2017
d) 2018
e) 2019
f) 2020
g) 2021
h) 2022
i) 2023
j) 2024
k) 2025 – latest available data
Q4) Of the reports in Q3, how many of the victims were aged under 25?
a) 2015
b) 2016
c) 2017
d) 2018
e) 2019
f) 2020
g) 2021
h) 2022
i) 2023
j) 2024
Firstly, I must acknowledge receipt of your email, dated 04/08/2025, in which you withdrew Questions 3 and 4 from your request.
In regards to questions 1 and 2, following consultation with both our Domestic Abuse Coordination Unit (DACU) and our Demand and Productivity Unit (DPU), unfortunately I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to process your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance.
To explain, the information requested would usually only be recorded in a free -text field for the Modus Operandi (MO) within our crime recording system, however there is no guarantee that the word "cocaine” would be recorded. Therefore it would require a manual check of all Domestic Abuse records to see if any form of drug/alcohol impairment was suspected, and/or of cocaine use was disclosed to Officers at any point in the investigation.
As such, there is no accurate way to provide an answer to your request within the cost limitations set out under the Act.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. 
If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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