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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 25-3570
Responded to:  10 November 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
Please can you provide the following for each of the years from 2018 to 2025 (so far):                                                                                                                                         
1. the number of people charged for an offence, broken down by nationality and by type of crime                                                                                                                                     
Unfortunately, it would cost more than the FOI threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to do so in terms of section 12(1) of the Act.
To explain, it is first of all necessary to consider your request in terms of two distinct time periods.
For the period January 2018 to December 2023, crime reports were held on the legacy crime recording systems of the eight former Scottish police forces.  
Those systems varied significantly in terms of capability and system architecture and in terms of national data, information from key fields was drawn into a central data store, from which management information/ statistics could be produced.
In terms of your request, nationality was not one of those fields.
That means that for that earlier period, case by case assessment of individual crime reports would be required in order to extract and note the information sought.
From January 2024, a new national system was rolled out – UNIFI.
UNIFI does have a searchable field for the nationality of an individual linked to a crime report, but the field is not mandatory, and experience thus far demonstrates that it has only been completed for around 50% of detected crimes (those where an accused has been identified and there exists a sufficiency of evidence under Scots Law to justify consideration of criminal proceedings).
It is, of course, however, wholly possible that information about the nationality of the individual will be included in the body of the crime report instead.
Taking all of the above into account, it would cost more than the FOI threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to do so in terms of section 12(1) of the Act.

2. the number of asylum seekers charged for an offence, broken down by type of crime      
I can confirm that there is no field/ flag etc. within the UNIFI crime recording system used by Police Scotland to record the immigration or asylum status of an individual linked to a crime report.
It is, of course, however, wholly possible that such information may be included in the body of the crime report instead.
Taking all of the above into account, it would cost more than the FOI threshold of £600 to process your request and I am therefore refusing to do so in terms of section 12(1) of the Act.

             
3. the total number of people charged for an offence, broken down by type of crime                                                                                                                                          
The information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the section 25(1) exemption applies:
“Information which the applicant can reasonably obtain other than by requesting it […] is exempt information”.
Recorded and Detected crimes are publicly available: Crime data - Police Scotland 
Detected crimes are those where an accused has been identified and there exists a sufficiency of evidence under Scots Law to justify consideration of criminal proceedings.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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