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Background	  and	  Results	  
	  
In	  2015,	  the	  SPA	  and	  Police	  Scotland	  commissioned	  SIPR	  to	  use	  the	  ScotCen	  Social	  Attitudes	  Survey	  to	  ask	  a	  
range	  of	  questions	  about	  policing,	  including	  the	  use	  of	  stop	  and	  search.	  	  This	  commissioning	  took	  place	  in	  
response	  to	  the	  SPA’s	  Stop	  and	  Search	  Scrutiny	  Inquiry	  report	  of	  May	  2014	  which	  made	  a	  recommendation	  
that	  research	  be	  carried	  out	  by	  the	  SPA	  (in	  conjunction	  with	  others)	  to	  examine	  the	  short-‐	  and	  long-‐term	  
impact	  of	  stop	  and	  search	  on	  individuals	  and	  communities	  across	  Scotland.	  
	  
Other	  pieces	  of	  research	  have	  been	  commissioned,	  and	  been	  completed,	  examining	  various	  aspects	  of	  stop	  
and	   search	   and	   its	   impact,	   namely	   a	   piece	   of	   qualitative	   fieldwork-‐based	   research	   undertaken	   by	   Blake	  
Stevenson,	  and	  a	  quantitative	  analysis	  of	  stop	  and	  search	  as	  experienced	  by	  schoolchildren	   in	  Edinburgh	  
and	   Glasgow	   as	   part	   of	   a	   wider,	   national	   and	   international	   study	   called	   UPYC	   –	   Understanding	   and	  
Preventing	  Youth	  Crime.	  
	  
The	   use	   of	   the	   Social	   Attitudes	   Survey	   2015	   was	   intended	   to	   capture	   more	   general	   perceptions	   and	  
attitudes	   towards	   stop	   and	   search	   among	   the	  wider	   population	   of	   Scotland,	   bearing	   in	  mind	   that	  most	  
people	  cannot	  describe	  an	  actual	  experience	  of	  being	  stopped	  and	  searched.	  	  For	  example,	  ScotCen	  have	  
found	  through	  the	  Survey	  that	  only	  8%	  of	  people	  say	  that	  they	  have	  ever	  been	  stopped	  and	  searched	  in	  the	  
street	  (and	  this	  may	  not	  necessarily	  have	  taken	  place	  in	  Scotland).	  
	  
The	  survey	  was	  carried	  out	  from	  July	  2015	  and	  was	  completed	  over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  calendar	  year.	  A	  total	  
of	   1,288	   persons	   across	   Scotland	   participated	   in	   the	   survey.	   	   The	   sampling	   frame	   used	   by	   ScotCen	   is	  
designed	  to	  provide	  a	  representative	  national	  sample	  against	  which	  statistically	  significant	  findings	  can	  be	  
established	  with	  a	  high	  degree	  of	  confidence.	  	  	  
	  
The	  results	  from	  the	  Stop	  and	  Search	  module	  questions	  are	  provided	  below,	  with	  some	  additional	  context	  
information	  (provided	  by	  ScotCen).	  	  ScotCen	  will	  be	  providing	  Police	  Scotland	  and	  the	  SPA	  with	  a	  download	  
of	   raw	  data,	  enabling	  both	  organisations’	  analytical	   functions	   to	  explore	  relationships	  within	   the	  dataset	  
and	  test	  hypotheses	  of	  interest,	  including	  the	  relationship	  between	  the	  Stop	  and	  Search	  results	  and	  wider	  
questions	  around	  Police	  Reform.	  
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